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READING THEORY

Some Tips

1. ISOLATE KEY TERMS

LOOKFOR
Repeated terms

Terms that come with definitions
Terms that set the ground for other terms

HIGHLIGHT or CIRCLE key terms as you read
WRITE out a definition in your own words;

2. HIGHLIGHT KEY IDEAS

LOOK FOR
Topic sentences

Summing sentences

(these will usually be found at the beginnings and
ends of paragraphs)

UNDERLINE these key sentences
WRITE OUT the key idea in your own words
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EG. HIGHLIGHT TERMS/CONCEPTS
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3. INDEX

WRITE key words in the MARGINS beside
each paragraph

SUMMARIZE each page with a phrase or
sentence in the TOP MARGIN

EG. INDEXING

A

RBOR—SENSUALITY 4 RC T

Priuie SIDNey & ¥s PL“TD 1

et Faine Queene

whil A not content with earthly plagues, deviseth new punishments in hell |

for tycants, nor yet by philosophy, which teacheth oceidendos esse;’ butno |

doubt by skill in history, for that indeed can afford you Cypselus, Periander, ‘

Phalaris, Dionysius,* and | know not how many more of the same kennel, |
that speed well enough in their abominable unjustice or usurpation. | con-
clude therefore, that he excelleth history, not anly in furnishing the mind
with knowledge, but in setting it forward to that which deserveth to be called
and accaunted good: which setting forwa
setteth the laurel crown® upon the poet
rian, but over the h in teaching it
For suppose it be granted (that which I suppose with great reason may be
denied) that the philosopher, in respect of his methodical proceeding, doth
much

teach more perfectly than the poet: yet do I think that no man
hilophilusaphos'. s to. compare the philosopher ir] moving |

And that moving is of a higher dnT“ than teaching; it may b

that it'is well nigh the cause and the effect of teaching. For v -
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4. QUESTION

MARK with ?? the places where you stumble.
WRITE out your question in a COMPLETE
SENTENCE to identify what SPECIFICALLY is
the source of your confusion:

unfamiliar vocabulary?

unfamiliar expression or sentence structure?

a new concept?
a challenge to your accepted way of thinking?

5. CONCRETIZE WITH EXAMPLES

LOOK elsewhere in the paragraph or in the

essay for EXAMPLES or ILLUSTRATIONS

(usually these will occur in the MIDDLE of
paragraphs before summing sentences);

ASK if these examples clarify or answer your

question;

DRAW an arrow = from your question ?? to

the clarifying example

EG. CONCRETIZE WITH EXAMPLES

mﬂl(ll :x: to do n:. :-L:h i

ut thi ‘
him, and read him with attentive studious painfulness; which constant
desire, whosoeser hath n i, hath acady passed half the harciness of the
refore is beholding’ (o the philosopher but for the other hall

thes
Neytrly, eammed ran v Inn\ed)y thought that where ance reasn hath
 hat
S the imwa vdﬁ;hmhmmdhnxhlnlullnnnpodnlp losophers book.
- ing In nature we know it is well to do well, Mnh‘hwel‘ndwﬂﬁ
Xiyleh no et o of s which phommhees Dot gy

. ae 10 be moved with desire to know, ko opus, ki laber

of all sciences (ltpknﬂlﬁunnn-u!mwl&

e,
human conceit) s our poet the monseeh FHE
o way. mmummmkumﬂ-uw ice any n
enter into it. Nay, he doth as if your journey should lie through s fair vine-
vy yard. lﬂ-l'mxﬁvem-clunnf‘mlhlﬁlﬂcllhlm you may
Jong to pass further. He beginneth not with pbsciire definition's which must
;t’:: P

= T Tt s e il
Nlowerof

i -m vk el el M ot (k.
2 Actm (Greck). oo S

i T e (Gt
",




2013-09-08

6. ABSTRACT/MAP

WRITE a few sentences that ENCAPSULATE
what you think is the main idea of the essay;
MAP the essay using the INDEXING that you
created in the margins to show the flow of
the argument;
LIST key terms and concepts;
LINK these key terms to other texts that
address them

Are they the same? Different?

A BRIFE MAP OF THE TEXTBOOK'S

INTRODUCTION

THEORY: exposes the “self-evident” to
scrutiny;
HISTORY OF THEORY: reveals constant
debate and conversation about “self-evident”
definitions of key ideas:

LITERATURE

INTERPRETATION

ILLUSTRATIONS:

debate among NEW CRITICISM, FORMALISM,
STRUCTURALISM, POST-STRUCTURALISM, and
DISCOURSE THEORY
Based on their varying emphasis on relationships among
the following:

Work (text)

Universe

Artist

Audience

Society/conventions
Key Figures mentions: Cleanth Brooks; M.H. Abrams
(diagram); Michel Foucault.
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PATTERN DEMONSTRATED: HOW

THEORIES "TALK TO EACH OTHER"

ASSUMPTION [)> DEFINITION [)> METHOD

NEW <::|:| NEW NEW ¢
METHOD DEFINITION ASSUMPTION

“&) ETCETERA

ILLUSTRATION of the PATTERN

FORMALISM

Assumption: Literature is elevated above/ distinguished from other forms of
representation because of its AESTHETIC quality (l.e. its FORM)

Definition: Literature = special, unique form of language distinguished by the

“foregrounding” of “poetic” effects”
@ Method: CLOSE READING in which texts are studied for their “inner workings”
< separate from contexts

FORMALISM + attention to CONVENTIONAL quality of literature

STRUCTURALISM

EG. Map of Sidney’s Model of

Poetry

history philosophy

* REFLECTION of the IDEAL in
¢ STRUCTURED PARTICULARS

* PLEASURE as
* Perceived HARMONY between particularand general

¢ PUBLIC/SOCIAL ACTION based on
* Private feeling derived from poetry




